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I t was a prevention of a social 
protesj escalating into a caste 
war for the new Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister, Mulayam Singh 
Yadav.The provocation for the 
anti-reservation agitation was the 
government’s decision to extend 
the reservation for the Scheouieo 
Castes and the Scheduled Tribes 
for another 10 years after the 
expiry of the current period of res¬ 
ervation on January 25 this year. 
The upper caste Brahmin, Thakur 
and Kayastha students, who go in 
for government service, organized 
the movement while members of 
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled 
Tribes and other backward com¬ 
munities opposed it. 

The wave of agitation was 
ignited by the difference between 
the various groups in the new 
ruling omnibus and later the Con¬ 
gress^) fuelled it into a big flame 
to burn down the political edifice 
built by the Janata Dal in the 
recent past. 

The announcements for exten- 
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Congress(I) Engineered 
Anti-Reservation Agitation 


’’Give Youngsters A Chance’’ 
-Asks Lt. Gen. J.S. Aurora 


tioh of the period of reservation than six persons died and a couple 
was greeted with strident protests of dozen people were injured in 
through large-scale arson and the course by December 10. 
looting of public property. More In UP, where the violence first 


broke out, the Congress’s hand 
was clearly visible when Mr 
Mulayam Singh Yadav called his 
Continued on page 4 


By FG Correspondent 


T he.Akali Dal (Mann) vic¬ 
tory in the parliamentary 
elections in Punjab 
should not be misread or 
misconstrued, pleaded Lt. Gen. 
Jagjit Singh Aurora while speaking 
in the motion of thanks for Presi¬ 
dent address in the Rajya Sabha. 
He also urged the government to 
further strengthen the democratic 
process in the state by holding 
Assembly elections. 

Gen. Aurora, welcoming the 
Presidential address, observed 
that the people fervently wished 
for a change and are now happy 
that it has come about. The new 
government’s actions and inten¬ 
tions augur well for the country 
and its people. He said that the 
whole country sighed in relief 
when the Rajiv regime fell. "A gov¬ 
ernment which could not give jus¬ 
tice to the victims of November 
1984 killings, which had little 
respect for human rights, and 


which lacked basic political moral¬ 
ity had to go and we are very 
happy to see that we are rid of it", 
he said. 

Commenting on the Punjab 
problem, as the President did in 
his address, General Aurora 
observed that for Punjabis the fall 
of Rajiv regime has been "deliver¬ 
ance" from the oppressive, dicta¬ 


torial, unjust and violent rule of 
nearly three years. No wonder that 
inspite of use of every strategem, 
trick and manipulation, the Con¬ 
gress suffered a humiliating defeat 
in the State. 

The Punjab problem has defied 
solution so far because the previ¬ 
ous government was never sin¬ 
cere or serious about it. Moreover, 


it tried to solve it by brute force and 
sheer terror. This has made it 
more intractable. On top of it, the 
last Governor has deliberately left 
it in shambles. Apart from the 
humiliating defeat that the Con¬ 
gress has suffered at the hands of 
Punjabis, they have given a pos¬ 
itive verdict in favour of Akali Dal 
(Mann) group. It has won six seats 
by good margins and the three 
candidates it supported have also 
seen landslide victories. This ver¬ 
dict of the voters should not be 
misread or misconstrued. It is 
being said that it was because of 
the fear complex that the people 
were made to vote for the Mann 
group. Citing a Chandigarh-based 
newspaper report (The Tribune, 
29 November 1989), Gen. Aurora 
said that the verdict of the voters 
was for youngsters to shoulder 
responsibility and power.People 
were fed up with the old genera¬ 
tion leaders. It should.be remem¬ 
bered that Gen. Aurora refered to 
The Tribune report which reads: "It 
will be wrong and even dangerous 
Continued on page 4 
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Sound And Fury 


How Much Can V P 
Achieve? 

T he Prime Minister's apparent 
sincerity in implementing his 
party’s election manifesto and 
cleaning up the system is encou¬ 
raging. But how much will he be 
able to achieve in the face of innu¬ 
merable odds? That there is sub- • 
stantial hostility to him within the 
party is evident from the contro¬ 
versy over Mr Chandra Shekhar 
and Mr Yashwant Sinha’s refusal 
of the Ministerial berth. 

Mr Chandra Shekhar is not the 
only potential source of danger. 
Though Mr Devi Lai has, as of 
now, accepted Mr V P Singh's 
leadership, he nevertheless had to 
be appeased with a Deputy 
Prime Ministership. That his 
wishes will have to be more than 
respected is clear from the wholly 
unacceptable and arbitrary 
appointment of his son as Chief 
Minister of Haryana. The seeds of 
his late father’s ambition,which 
ultimately brought down the 1977 
Janata Government, may well be 
sown in Mr Ajit Singh too. Dynas¬ 
tic rule, it appears, was unaccept¬ 
able only so tong as the Nehru 
dynasty was ruling. 

Apart from these political pitfalls 
that Mr Singh will have to contend 
with, there are the ideological dif¬ 
ferences on vital policy issues 
within his own party. Though Mr 
Singh himself favoured economic 
liberalization as Finance Minister in 
the Rajiv Gandhi Government, he 
has as his Railway Minister, Mr 
George Fernandes, an avowed 
socialist. While the need to main¬ 
tain a strong Centre is undoub¬ 
tedly there, regional forces in the 
shape of Telugu Desam, DMK and 
Asom Gana Parishad will have to 
be effectively tackled. This diver- 
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;sity of interest and ideology is only 
to be expected, because the 
National Front's sole unifying 
factor has been its anti-Rajiv 
Gandhi stance. Now that Mr 
Gandhi is no longer there to be 
removed, it will be interesting to 
see how the Front holds together. 

There is also the undeniable 
disadvantage of being a minority 
Government, precariously depen¬ 
dent on two diametrically opposed 
parties. The Government will have 
to ensure that its policies and pro¬ 
grammes do not gain the disfavoui 
of either of the two. How well M 1 
Singh is able to reconcile thest 
diverse,and often conflicting, ele 
ments and evolve a Government 
meeting firmly on their consensus 
and support will determine the 
success of his regime. 

ANUPAMA DOKENIYA 
CALCUTTA 


Cleaning Filth 

I n November it seemed to me 
that the Nehruvian Establish¬ 
ment would soon be unemployed 
and that "Jawahar Rozgar Yojana" 
was a timely programme. This has 
come to pass. 

To the north of the line the 
junior partner of Mr Rajiv Gandhi 
is still in office and the media, true 
to form, take their cue from the 
"rulers" in Islamabad. The Nehru 
dynasty was the product and a 
necessity of the Cold War. The 
Congress as a whole, and indeed 
the Muslim League too, had been 
sidetracked because old Pethic 
Lawrence was having kittens at 
the prospect of "goondas and 
communalists" taking over. Nehru 
and Patel did not make the Con¬ 
gress nor did Liaquat Ali the 
Muslim League. Jinnah had been 
"persuaded" against his better 
judgement to nominate himself 
Governor-General. 

The Pakistan People’s Party 
Chief describes the serious con¬ 
cerns on the subcontinent as "irri¬ 
tants”. Mr V P Singh is more 
realistic and calls them "dispute- 
s".As a former Defence Minister, 
he has the correct measure of the 
problems. 

The post-Cold War era in South 
Asia would demand the highest 
and the most dedicated leadership 
to clean up the "filth’.The Quran’s 
eloquence speaks of Khalq-i-Jadid 
(A New Creation) to protect its 
message. I am hopeful that the 
new generation, though thor¬ 
oughly abused, may yet prove to 
be that concert which will take us 
to our tryst with destiny. 

E.H. ENVER 

KARACHI 


Opposition, Not 
Obstruction 

A lthough the all-pervading 
degradation of politics must 
not lead to disillusionment, creat¬ 
ing an Utopia is equally undesir¬ 
able. 

Today, we have to ensure that 


the Congress (I) in its present form 
is never again associated with the 
Government.Since the Con- 
gress(l) is the single largest party, 
it would undoubtedly be easy to 
run the Government with its sup¬ 
port. But easy solutions are almost 
always incorrect. The National 
Front Government should so mob¬ 
ilize public opinion as to isolate the 
Congress (I)—which violated all. 
norms, symbolized extravagence 
in an impoverished society, dis¬ 
played shamelessness in living 
through scandals, clung to Mr 
Rajiv Gandhi’s coat-tails even after 
he had become a political liability, 
and abandoned all but the pre¬ 
tence of democracy. 

The Bharatiya Janata party and 
the Communists do not need to 
join the Government to support it 
on issues of national importance. 
Political sagacity, not portfolios, 
can ensure this. They are the only 
political parties that can take a 
stand where others prevaricate 
and hesitate. Should they join the 
Government, they will sooner or 
later violate the principle of collec¬ 
tive responsibility, bringing the 
Government contemplated by Mr 
Malkani to a premature end. 

Opposition should be distin¬ 
guished from obstruction. Even a 
minority Government is a viable 
proposition as tong as the Oppo¬ 
sition is not obstructionist. 

There are shortcomings in every 
political system -that can be mini¬ 
mized only through creation of a 
democratic temper. Once this 
temperament pervades our polity, 
we will have a Government with 
integrity and an Opposition with a 
sense of responsibility. The two 
will not function at cross-purposes. 

Mr Malkani should realize that, 
if we try to please everyone, we 
will end up pleasing no one and 
losing even what we have. 


AMAN LEKHI 


NEW DELHI 


It is minority government supported by the majority. 

—Mr V P Singh, on the National Front regime. 

Our position would be that of a party which sits in the Opposi¬ 
tion, which acts as a watchdog of the people's interest 
—Mr L K Advani. 

There are habitual destroyers within the Janata Dal, who will do 
the job for us. 

—Mr Sharad Pawar. 

Every government, even a caretaker type of government we now 
have in Delhi, should be given a tong rope, and normally the rope 
is a hundred days old. 

—Jay Dubashi in Organiser. 

We are still trying to figure out what is what. 

—Mr Ajit Singh, Union Minister for Industries. 

The ghosts of Nehru and Mahatma Gandhi should be smiling, 
for the defeat of Congress is the greatest imaginable victory for 
the principles which they, and Congress itself once held. 

—The New Statesman and New Society. 

If Marxism remains, Congress will also remain in Bengal. 

—Mr Siddhartha Shankar Ray. 

I do not support Khalistan at all. 

—Mr Atinderpal Singh, MP. 

The foundation of Khalistan was laid the day the Army was sent 
inside the Golden Temple to attack the Akal Takth. 

—Mr Harminder Singh Sandhu. 

I don't think he did the right thing. 

—Mr Simranjit Singh Mann, MP, on Mr Gandhi's decision to 
release him. 

There are three kinds of politicians—politicians by principle, 
iticians by fashion and politicians by profession. 

—Mr Ram Vilas Paswan, M.P. 

In my opinion the most backward class in India are our politicians. 
—Mr Minoo Masani. 

In a democratic society freedom is not something for a govern¬ 
ment to grant, it is the inherent right of every citizen. 

—Mr IK Gujral. 

I want to protect and promote the freedom of the Press. 

—Mr P. Upendra. 

There is vagueness over autonomy for the electronic media. Since 
their statements on the subjects have all the clarity of muddy 
water, we have to search their actions to discern a pattern in their 
intentions. 

—Mr Mani Shankar Aiyar. 

We are against accepting somebody as the leader because he 
or she happens to be so and so’s son or daughter. 

—Mr Devi Lai. 

I don’t believe in messiahs. Mr K.P. Unnikrishnan, Minister for 
Cornmunications, 

—Mr Sam Pitroda. ~ 

Women must never stop fighting for their rights. - <*• 

—Shahbano Begum. 

Democratic procedures have been given a go-by (in the 
Congress-1) 

—Mr Kamlapati Tripathi. 
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What Next In Punjab 


W 


ill the Assembly elections in Punjab be held at the same 
time as in several other states? This is a question that is 
being posed in political circles. 


After the Lok Sabha poll and the sweeping victory of the Mann group, there 
are some people who say that this victory was secured through intimidation. 
The interesting thing to note is that this reaction was expressed not immedi¬ 
ately after the elections but about a week later. In other words, it took political 
commentators some time to come up with an explanation for what had hap¬ 
pened in Punjab. 

When asked for his reactions, the Punjab Governor, N K Mukherjee, is reported 
to have said that the Election Commission had said nothing to that effect nor 
had anything that kind come to his notice. Therefore, in his opinion, this elec¬ 
tion in Punjab was like any other election in the country. This is only a way 
of saying that as far as the punjab administration is concerned, it is not of the 
same view as some people are inclined to project. 

The truth of the matter is that the victory of the Mann group represented two 
things. One was the anti-repression feeling and the second was the preference 
of the common voter for the Mann group as compared to the various other Akali 
groups. In a sense the average voter wanted to signify that it was not for the 
kind of division that existed amongst the various groups. Therefore it opted for 
the Y n group. 

Il^ a not follow, however, that in the state elections the same story would • 
be repeated. There can be some kind of a shift. The Mann group may not get 
such a clear majority as it has got this time. For instance, some other groups 
may be able to get some seats. Such things can happen and need not be dis¬ 
missed out of hand. Not only that, S S Man has yet to display that kind of polit¬ 
ical adroitness which someone in that position is expected to display. This may 
be owing to the pressure being exerted on him. This may also be owing to a 
certain kind of attitude which he has brought to bear upon the role which he 
has now taken up. 

In any case, one fear that is t -ing commonly expressed is that if the Mann 
group comes to power, the first thing it would do is to pass a resolution in favour 
of Khalistan. S S Mann himself put the issue in this manner, "What then! Should 
such a thing come to pass, the Centre would have to deal with it.” These are 
not his exact words. But he said something to this effect. While evaluating this 
response of his, the fact should not be overlooked that as far as he is concerned, 
he is on record, on more than one occasion, that he visualizes the future of Punjab 
to be within the Indian Union. In plain words, Khalistan is not on and what 
is on is some kind of a greater autonomy for Punjab within the Indian Con- 
i stitution that exists today. Clearly this is something which is subject to neg¬ 
otiations. 

In this regard, the parameters were laid down by IK Gujral while talking to 
the press in Jullundhar some weeks ago. He said clearly and emphatically that 
two things were not negotiable; one it the integrity of the country and the other 
is the resort to violence. He went on to explain that everything else could be' 
Once these two statements are put together, it becomes clear that 
t is saying and what Gujral is saying are not incompatible with each 
other/^^Stefbre some kind of a way out can be evolved. 

But it is not being found. The death of Khudian and several other incidents 
indicate a reassertion of supremacy by the militants. It is said, but no one can 
vouch for it, that all this is being done in order to pressurize S S Mann so that 
he does not take a line of approach which is different from that of the militants. 
AU that one can properly say is that the situation is tricky. How it is resolved 
remains to be seen. 

One thing, however, may be said clearly and categorically. Both the National 
Front and the Mann group have no choice except to come to terms with each 
other. If they do not do so, what they would do is to prove Rajiv Gandhi right. 
In political terms, can either of these two groups afford to adopt such a posture? 

This is one question. The other, no less important is the timing of the elec-, 
tions in Punjab. Those who oppose it say that to hold the elections along with 
other states would amount to letting the militants in. If this is the approach, 
no compromise is likely to lake place. The fact of the matter is that it is only 
by co-opting the militants into the political process that a change will take place. 
Perhaps not all of them would like to be co-opted. In that case, the question 
to ask would be: Are they politically inclined or are they criminally inclined? 
It is mainly those who are criminally inclined who would like to opt out. The 
rest of them would like to come in and be a part of the political process. The 
great mistake of the last decade has been not to have understood this phenom¬ 
enon. While some of them would like to get into the Assembly, others would 
like to get into the SGPC. There has been a marked shift in political leadership 
in Punjab. Those who arc discredited, however, still continue to be in saddle 
and this, amongst other things, is causing problems. 

Pakistan’s complicity has had a good deal to do with the aggravation of the 
problem but basically the problem is the product of the changing social, polit¬ 
ical and economic forces within Punjab and the rest of the country. 

To expand further on this point of view should not be necessary except to 
make the point that not to hold election along with the other states would be. 
tending the wrong signals. What it would amount to saying is that the militants 
cannot be trusted with political power. It is political power precisely that they 
ire seeking and to deny them an opportunity to join the political process would 
ronfirm them in their worst misgivings. 

Above all, how long can the election be delayed? Only upto the beginning 
>f May. After the 10th of May a popular government has to be sworn in. The 
<falional Front has only just now repealed the 59th Amendment. It can be no 
sie’t contention that a reverse gear is now sought to be applied. In plain words, 
m election would have to be held in May. If anyone imagines that the situation 
vill improve in any marked way between March and May, he is only deluding 
iimself. On the contrary, it can get worse and that is a contingency which has 
b be avoided at all costs.' 


Punjab Human Rights Organization's Plea To The Prime Minister. 


I n a letter to the Prime Minister, 
Mr V.P. Singh, on behalf of 
PHRO its president Mr 
Sukhdev Singh has drawn his 
attention to the roots of Punjab 
crisis. He, on the basis of that,’ 
suggests it is wrong to 
make improper haste. The prob¬ 
lem is too complex to admit of 
rash, ill-prepared steps. One prob¬ 
lem is too complex to admit of 
rash, ill-prepared steps. One may 
agree with Chaudhry Devi Lai that 
the Punjab problem, historically 
speaking, is the creation of the 
Nehru dynasty, but his assess¬ 
ment that it would instantly vanish 
once the Congress (I) is out of 
power is questionable. It cannot be 
wished away, as Chaudhry Devi 
Lal tried to do in the course of his 
Ferozepur electcneering, that ser¬ 
ious differences do exist between 
Punjab and Haryana on the one 
hand, and Punjab and Rajasthan 
on the other. A few emotion 
packed measures, therefore, will 
not do the trick. The Government 
of India would, do well to prepare 
itself for a drastic, new thinking 
and to distance itself from the 
outmoded, stereotyped and 
deceptive framework built round 
the Rajiv-Longowal accord. 

The letter observes that what is 
required is an iron will on the P.M’s 
part to devise bold steps in the 
same way as Lal Bahadur Shastri 
had done in 1966. Shastri had 
wisely brushed aside the views of 
the Nehru dynasty on Punjab. 
"Shastri was the Prime Minister 
and I was number three after him, 
and yet in the 18 months that he 
was Prime Minister, I could not get 
a single appointment with him on 
this" (to discuss the question of 
forming a Punjabi-speaking State) 
{"My Truth" by Indira Gandhi, Page 
117}. You will, therefore, do well 
in the first instance, to pick up the 
thread where Lal Bahadur Shastri 
had left it and to undo the distor¬ 
tions mischievously introduced in 
the scheme of the Punjabi¬ 
speaking, state by the Nehru dyn¬ 
asty. Instead of "carving out a 
.Punjabi-speaking state out of the 
then existing state of Punjab" in 
Lerms of March 9,1966, resolution 
of the Congress Working Commit¬ 
tee, Haryana on one side and 
fuller Himachal on the other side 
were formed leaving Punjab with¬ 
out its capital, or vital hydro¬ 
electric headworks of Bhakra and 
Pong, and other Punjabi-speaking 
areas. Subsequently, rivers flow¬ 
ing entirely through Punjab were 
made bones of contention 
between Haryana and Punjab with 
the Central Government actively 
becoming a party against Punjab. 

It was left to another non¬ 
dynasty Prime Minister, Morarji 
Desai, in 1977 to decide in favour 
of Delhi keeping off disputes on 


the Punjab river water issue and 
allowing these differences to be 
sorted out by the parties through 
courts. But the Nehru dynasty 
staged a comeback in 1980 to 
coerce the then Congress (I) Chief 
Minister of Punjab to opt for a 
"political solution" and entrust 
Punjab-Haryana and Punjab- 
Rajasthan disputes to Mrs Indira 
Gandhi. The entire exercise was 
aimed at and timed to win Hary¬ 
ana (and Rajasthan) for Congress 
(I). A wholly illegal and extra¬ 
constitutional "agreement" was 
imposed on Punjab on December 
31,1981, which was subsequently 
further strengthened through the 
Rajiv-Longowal accord. Unless 
these so-called agreements and 
accords are scrapped and parties 
left free to agitate in judicial forums 
in terms of the existing Constitu¬ 
tion, the Punjab problem will con¬ 
tinue to defy a solution. 

When the people in Punjab 
resisted and opposed the illegal 
decisions, the Nehru dynasty 
launched a full-scale war on 



Punjab; arrested, tortured and 
killed thousands of political acti¬ 
vists by calling them terrorists, 
secessionists etc. More than two 
dozen black laws were enacted 
including the 59th constitutional 
amendment. A series of "opera¬ 
tions" were carried out. Talks were 
held with obliging-men at gunpoint, 
keeping others in jail. A full-scale 
Police State was set up in Punjab. 

No wonder there was complete 
alienation of a whole people. This 
policy must undergo a change with 
the change in Government at the 
Centre. 

This will be keeping with your 
promise to restore the rule of law. 
There can be no fruitful talks 
unless in letter and spirit the Con¬ 
stitution is allowed to have a free 
play and in this connection the fol¬ 
lowing steps are taken: 

(a) All black laws including the 
blackest, the 59th amend¬ 
ment to the Constitution, are 
scapped; 

(b) Thousands of men and 
women rotting in jails are set 


free or at least tried expe¬ 
ditiously according to the 
ordinary laws of the land; 

(c) Steps are taken to disman¬ 
tle the Police State by pro¬ 
secuting those responsible 
for fake encounters and 
other criminal acts; 

(d) Those responsible for the 
1984 carnage in Delhi and 
elsewhere are proceeded 
against; 

(e) There should be a head 
count of those who were 
killed, those who disap¬ 
peared, those who were 
injured or thrown out of 
employment so that effec¬ 
tive rehabilitation measures 
are planned: 

(f) Distortions in Punjabk>peax 
ing State are removed; 

(g) Punjab’s right to its rivers is 
accepted in terms of provi¬ 
sions of the Constitution, 
and law and steps are taken 
to dismantle the S.Y.L. 
canal. 

None of the measures listed 
above is extra-constitutional or 
extra-judicial except for the one 
mentioned in sub-clause (f) which 
is in accordance with the March 9, 
1966, resolution of the Congress 
Working Committee to which you 
originally belonged. It cannot be 
argued that these measures are 
derived either from the concept of 
Anandpur Sahib resolution or from 
"Puran Azadi" or from "Kha'sa Raj" 

or from any other concept. More¬ 
over, your government is bound to 
accept these points since you 
have taken the oath to be loyal to 
the Indian Constitution. 

The steps mentioned above are 
vital preparatory measures that 
would create a congenial atmos¬ 
phere for talks to be held between 
the Government of India and rep¬ 
resentatives of Sikhs to be elected 
to the Assembly and to the the 
S.G.P.C. as well as nominees of 
others who keep out of elections. 
Implementation of the above- 
mentioned measures will have the 
merit of placing Punjab on a par 
with the other States and in restor¬ 
ing to Punjab its lost dignity. It is 
for the parties to the talks to fin¬ 
alize agenda, but such talks could 
be held after a few months and not 
immediately. 

P.H.R.O. believes that you will 
give serious thought to the sug¬ 
gestions made above. Mere sen¬ 
timental gestures will not soothe 
Punjab. They can, of course, 
soothe a few power hungry men 
as was the case with the Rajiv- 
Longowal accord. In that case, the 
new signatories to the new 
agreements will become irrelevant 
sooner than later. 
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Congress(I) 
Engineered Violence 


Continued from page 1 

predecessor to discuss the unrest. 
In Rajasthan, too, such fears were 
not misplaced. And in Gujrat and 
Madhya Pradesh, where the 
Assembly elections are soon due, 
the Congress(l) hand was visible 
as the National Front government 
moved in time to expose the dirty 
tricks. 

The downside of this agitation is 
the communal cleavage that has 
been maintaining a high boiling 
point for quite some time. The 
chief beneficiary of this divide has 
been the Congress(l). It has been 
enjoying the patronage of the Har- 
ijans and the Muslims through 
their unshakeable vote banks. But, 
because of the low level manip¬ 
ulation of the Congress(i) in the 
past decades this vote bank has 
£>een eroding and the party went 
into bankruptcy. The Congress(l) 
in a last ditch effort tried to woo the 
[Muslim by introducing the Urdu Bill 
in the state Assembly. But the 
equally strong Hindu fundament¬ 
alists forced the manipulators of 
the Bill to dilute it—and it resulted 
in considerable resentment among 
the Muslims. The shilanyas at 
Ayodya and the partisan attitude: 
of the police and politicians on the 


Meerut riots have ended up in the 
Congress(l) fiasco. 

Ranged against the new com¬ 
bine of lower caste Hindus and 
religious minorities, particularly 
Muslims, are the militant forces 
which, flushed with the success of 
the shilanyas and the unprece¬ 
dented representation of the BJP 
in the new Lok Sabha, are using 
the large number of unemployed 
youths to keep the fundamentalist 
movement going. It was logical in 
this scenario that the recent suc¬ 
cess of the intermediate and high 
caste Hindus would harden their 
outlook and attitude towards the 
marginalized lower castes and 
religious minorities. The anti¬ 
reservation stir must, therefore, be 
seen in this perspective. 

As for the start of the anti¬ 
reservation stir, the ruling Janata 
Dal politicians have put the blame 
on the Congress(l). The Janata 
Dal arguement is based on the 
fact that in 1978, too, when an 
anti-reservation agitation had 
taken place, it had been the 
Janata Party that was in power 
Besides, they point out, the agita¬ 
tion started from Allahabad and 
several persons involved in it had 
once kept company with Amitabh 


Bachchan and are now with an 
Allahabad-based Congress(l) 
leader. 

Allahabad was especially chos¬ 
en as the flashpoint for the agita¬ 
tion to tarnish V.P. Singh’s image 
(it is his home district). Former UP 
Minister, Pramod Tewari was 
reportedly in the forefront of the 
movement there. Those respons¬ 
ible for bringing the disorder in 
Lucknow are said to be Lucknow 
University students patronized by 
the Vice-Chancellor Hari Krishna 
Awasthi. Dr Awasthi is a member 
of the Legislative Council. In 
Kanpur, the agitation was ignited 
by Narendra Singh, a former 
Energy Minister, and Nekchand 
Pandey; in Jaunpur by Arun 
Kumar Singh, former Animal Hus¬ 
bandry Minister and Raj Mahendi, 
Joint Secretary of the Congress 
Committee. 

The intelligence officials in the 
state have also blamed the Con- 
gress(l) for the present riots. They 
have held Ghulam Nabi Azad, the 
party’s national General Secretary, 
and Capt. Satish Sharma, Rajiv's 
favourite crony, particularly 
responsible for this development. 
According to them, Azad had held 
a secret meeting in Lucknow on 
December 5 and the details of the 
conclusions arrived at were 
relayed to other senior party 
members. 

This anti-reservation stir was 


directed not only by the Congress, 
but by some elements of the 
Janata Dal as well. The Thakurs 
of eastern UP owing allegiance to 
Chandra Shekhar who was recently 
humbled in his own ground, "political 
manouvring," took part actively in the 
agitation. They got support from an 
unexpected quarter—followers of 
Ajit Singh. The slighting of Chan¬ 
dra Shekhar and Ajit Singh, it 
seems, provided the immediate 
excuse for the protest. Ajit Singh 
was defeated in the contest for UP 
Chief Ministership by Mulayam 
Singh Yadav on December 3 and 
Chandra Shekhar stayed out 
when 17 persons were inducted 
into the V.P. Singh Ministry on 
December 5. The decision to 
launch the protest was taken on 
December 7, and the students 
took to the streets the next day. 
Chandra Shekhar gave the 
movement a fillip by calling at Var¬ 
anasi that reservation should be 
on economic rather than caste 
basis. Students on hearing this 
shouted slogans against V.P. 
Singh. 

The government felt that the 
backward sections need the sup¬ 
port of reservation for another 10 
years, and l?y an amendment to 
the Constitution the new govern¬ 
ment intend to carry the extension 
to 25 January 2000. The makers 
of the Constitution felt that the 


backward classes should get a 
share in the governance of the 
country and, thus, the reservation 
of seats for ten years was incor¬ 
porated into the Constitution. A 
provision had also been incorpor¬ 
ated into the Constitution that the 
policy of reservation would be 
reviewed after every 10 years; i.e. 
at the expiry of the reservation 
period. 

The failure of the reservation 
policy, which was enshrined in the 
Constitution in order to give 
greater education and job oppor¬ 
tunities to the backward classes 
and the Scheduled Castes and 
Tribes, is evident from the fact that 
four decades later, instead of the 
.system being scrapped as was 
visualized, more and more com¬ 
munities are clamouring to be 
included in the list. It is true that a 
mere decade, for which the orig¬ 
inal reservation quotas were 
expected to last, was not enough 
to upgrade a people who had suf¬ 
fered centuries of social discrimi¬ 
nation. If only the policy had been 
implemented sincerely the number 
of target groups as also the clai¬ 
mants for concessions would have 
declined drastically. In a society 
where poverty is rarnrl >1 and 
almost two-thirds of thlr people 
need better opportunities, to limit 
reservations on the basis of caste 
alone was bound to evoke loud 
protests. 


"Give Youngsters 
a Chance" 


Continued from page 1 

to conclude that fear was the key 
to the election result. The high 
percentage of polling and the 
orderliness visible on polling day 
testify to the absence of After 
all, a high voter turnout cannot, by 
any stretch of the imagination, go 
with an atmosphere of panic. Inci¬ 
dentally, the UAD (Mann) candi¬ 
dates and also those supported by 
it campaigned on the slogan of 
Hindu-Sikh unity. There can be no 
other reason which can explain the 
over three lakh and over four lakh 
margins of victory for Mrs Bimal 
Khalsa and Mr S S Mann 

"The elected leaders of the 
Mann Group have sworn their 
fidelity to the integrity of the coun¬ 
try. Why should we doubt them? 

I plead humbly that faith begets 
faith. Let us build on people’s ver¬ 
dict and do not hesitate. 

Three years of President’s rule 
has only complicated and wor¬ 
sened the situation. Prevarication 
will create doubts in their minds 
that you do not trust them or you 
are not sincere about solving or 
even salvaging the situation", he 
said. He was also of the opinion 
that if we are to solve the punjab 
problem, then we have to accept 
the Mann group and it should be 
encouraged and should be given 
complete trust. 

Gen. Aurora reminded the 
House that the Mann group had 
stated that it was not for Khalistan. 
He felt that it was the only group 


that could bring the young people 
into the mainstream. Therefore, 
the Centre should support this 
(jrtJtf) as people of Punjab had 
giveh their full support to it. "Do not 
negate their vote", he cautioned. 

"I do appreciate and understand 
the apprehension of the people 
about the continuing killings and 
other threats. For this, we need to 
analyse the present structure of 
violence and surcharged emo¬ 
tional atmosphere. There are four 
types of terrorists involved in 
Punjab today. The first group is 
those whom you can call Khali- 
stanis, who have been embittered 
to such an extent that they believe 
that the Sikhs can only survive and 
flourish if Punjab ceases to be a 
part of India. They are very few in 
number and many pan be persu¬ 
aded to change once the condi¬ 
tions change in the state. Then, 
there is the second group, and 
they are professional smugglers, 
dacoits, gun-runners and drug traf¬ 
fickers, fishing in troubled waters 
and there are also people who are 
being manipulated from across the 
border. These have to be dealt 
with severely under the law of the 
land. There is a third group of 
unemployed youth, specially 
coming from weaker sections of 
the community from the villages 
who find that there is no job but 
they can make a quick buck by 
anti-social and illegal activities. 
They can also be reformed. Lastly, 
and possibly the most dangerous" 


group today is the specially raised 
vigilant squads of the police for kil¬ 
ling terrorists, who more than often 
indulge in extortion of money hnd 
killing of innocent people in fake 
encounters. To these, you can 
also add some segments of the 
police who have been given carte 
blanche and have indulged in all 
types of nefarious activities to 
enrich themselves or to satisfy 
their sadistic instincts. 

"No emerging leadership can 
eradicate this violence in a short 
time without being in power. My 
request, therefore, is, do not stall 
the democratic processes. Hold 
the elections to the State 
Assembly as soon as you can, if 


not simultaneously (with the other 
states which are due), then in a 
fortnight or so later to ensure ade¬ 
quate security arrangements. Be 
courageous and give the young¬ 
sters a chance to come into the 
mainstream", pleaded Gen. 
Aurora. 

To create conditions conducive 
to holding of elections, he asked 
the government to accept some of 
the demands which have been 
voiced by practically all sections of 
the Sikh leadership, that is mod¬ 
erates and extremists. He 
explained the demands as: 
"together with the Fifty-Ninth 
Amendment, withdraw all black 
laws; dismantle the state oppres¬ 


sive apparatus at least by transfer 
ring some of the officials who hav< 
been associated with the las 
Governor; gradually, by stages 
withdraw CRPF and BSF back tc 
the barracks. After election, yoi 
may be able to thin them out o 
Punjab- in stages. Eventually, ; 
general amnesty should br 
declared. But this may be done b; 
the State government when it i: 
elected". 

But the release of such innocer 
people who have been ipcarcer 
ated at the whims andX * f*? 
some police and poffr ill-will 
should not be delayed in any waj 
General Aurora cautioned. 
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CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS 

‘Govt Justified In Withholding Bofors Papers’ 

Rajiv Is A Pctential 
Accused: Jethmalani 


FORUM 


N oted lawyer Ram Jethmalani 
came out in support of 
the government’s stand of not 
tabling in the Lok Sabha all the 
files pertaining to the Bofors How¬ 
itzer deal, and called former prime 
minister Rajiv Gandhi a ‘potential 
accused’ in the case. 

Jethmalani said that though the 
National Front government stood 
for freedom of information the files 
relating to gun deal were not 
tabled as they could be used in 
defence by the accused. Citing 
American jurisprudence, he said 
that though that country was 
among the first to enshrine the 
right to information in its constitu¬ 
tion, it did not provide information 
which was likely to be used by the 
accused in defence. 

At a public meeting organized 
by the People’s Union of Civil Lib¬ 
erties, on the ‘Punjab problem, 
, Dast and future’, Jethmalani cat- 
^ jgorically charged Rajiv Gandhi of 
being a potential accused which 
was reason enougn not to make 
all the Bofors deal documents 
public. 


the information withheld by the 
Swiss banks. The Congress-1 
government had. on the pretext of 

investigation, sued Win Chaddha 
for tax evasion, which was not a 
criminal offence, he said. 

He was confident that the law 


be allowed to lapse. 

Taking up cudgels for the Akali 
Dal-Mann and its decision not to 
l attend the all-party meeting called 
by Prime Minister V P Singh to find 
a solution to the Punjab imbroglio, 
Jethmalani quoted from a letter by 
Simranjit Singh Mann which said 



Professors Dalip Singh (left) and Jagmohan Singh Toni, against whom charges of conspiring to kill Indira Gandhi were dropped 
recently, at a public meeting organized by the PUCL in Bombay on January 4 —LEONARD AARONS, WE INDIAN POST 


Jethmalani said that though 
bribery of public servants was a 
criminal offence, the previous gov¬ 
ernment had intentionally not filed 
a first information report which 
would have given them access to 


would take its own course and the 
cuplrits in the deal brought to book. 

He said the Front government 
had kept its promise of getting the 
59th Amendment repealed though 
the Opposition had desired that it 


he was against any meeting where 
former home minister Buta Singh 
and his party men were repre¬ 
sented. 

Jethmalani attributed Rajiv 
Gandhi's decision to release the 


OmMottm 

accused in the Indira Gandhi con¬ 
spiracy case to "personal fear in 
distress, with hopes that the Sikhs 
would forgive him". 

Hopeful of an early solution to 
the Punjab issue, the lawyer said 
that though much time had been 
lost as varied viewpoints, sugges¬ 
tions and opinions were to be con¬ 
sidered, the mandate given to Mann 
and his party was itself proof that 
the people of the beleaguered 
state wanted an end to "state ter¬ 
rorism". 

Earlier, Dalip Singh and Jagmo¬ 
han Singh, both professors in city 
colleges who were released aftei 
an eight-month long incarceration, 
addressed the packed audience at 
the KC College. 

Dalip Singh said the charges 
filed against the two by the spe¬ 
cial investigation team (SIT)were 
not only fake but were not com¬ 
plemented by even one of the 312 
witnesses. He claimed the SIT had 
spent Rs. 1.53 crore to make a 
fake charge. 

Jagmohan Singh demanded 
that the perpetrators of the Nov¬ 
ember 1984 violence against 
Sikhs be punished by due process 
of law and not as a concession to 
the community. He also appealed 
to the government to permit 
Amnesty International to investi¬ 
gate the atrocities in punjab, Nag¬ 
aland, Mizoram and Gujarat. 


Rejuvenate Value Based Politics: Asks Satyapal Malik 


S atyapal Malik, a senior Janata 
Dal Lok Sabha member, while 
moving the motion of thanks for 
Presidential address in the Lok 
Sabha last month, called for a 
national consensus for rejuvena¬ 
tion of value-based politics in the 
country. He pointed out that apart 
from other issues, people’s verdict 
in the last Lok Sabha elections 
was primarily for that. 

*%T Mr Malik pointed out that in the 
fc- -fast few years on the one hand 
corruption reached the highest 
levels and on the other dangerous 
censureprint culture spread all 


over through electronic media and | 
behaviour of ruling classes. At the 
same time the ruling party all these 
years encouraged communal and 
fundamentalist forces just for petty 
power politics. As a whole our 
political culture has been debased 
and the values our national lead¬ 
ers nurtured during freedom 
struggle have been lost. Result is 
that,today, though India is territor¬ 
ially one and will remain one, it is 
disunited socially and in the minds 
of the people. Not only people 
belonging to different religions and 
cultures are feeling alienated but 


also the poor and deprived sec¬ 
tions are asking the questions that 
whether they belong to this coun¬ 
try. Mr Malik pointed out that even 
judiciary has become victim of this 
and was dealing the cases of 


’ wealthy and poor differently. He 
pointed out that Janata Dal was 
committed to correct these aber¬ 
rations and called the opposition 
to learn lessons from its past mis¬ 
take and join hands in the task of 


rebuilding and establishing a new 
political culture so that people of 
this country may look towards pol¬ 
itics with respect and not as the 
last refuge for scoundrals, as it is 
being considered today. 


No Plea For 
Khalistan: UAD (M) 


T he UAD (Mann) is neither 
"separatist nor terrorist", its 
spokesperson, Mrs Rajinder Kaur 
Bullara, said in the Lok Sabha in 
her short impassioned speech on 
the confidence vote in which her 
party extended support to the 
National Front government. 

"We want to live in a democra¬ 
tic way", Mrs Bullara declared as 
she narrated stories of police 
atroeites in Punjab and 
denounced the previous Congress 
government as "murderers of 
humanity". She said, "They (Con¬ 
gress) put Khalistan in our mouths. 
What does it mean? It just means 
pure. Khalistan is wherever Sikhs 
live. No one has asked for Khali¬ 
stan" 

the UAD member also noted, 
"Sikhs do not tolerate oppression. 
They also do not commit it. We 
believe in the path shown by Guru 
Govind Singh." 


She said she would be 
thankful if the NF government 
would apply the "healing balm", 
and offered "full support" to the 
government. Mrs Bullara passion¬ 
ately decried the Congress "pro¬ 
paganda" that "we are terrorists". 

Commencing her speech she 
mauled the Congress for commit¬ 
ting atrocities on Sikhs in Punjab. 
She said even as her colleague 
Supha Singh went around after 
taking oath as MP today, Con¬ 
gress benches could be heard 
saying, "This is the father of Beant 
Singh, killer of Indira Gandhi." 

Attacking this roundly, the Akali 
member asked emotionally, "Who 
are the killers? Who are the killers 
of humanity? She referred to 
Beant Singh as "shaheed^ 
(martyr), and gave several instan¬ 
ces of police excesses. To these 
the Janata Dal members 
responded with cries of "shame". 
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Restoration Of Democ: 


People’s Anger Need 


By A.S. Narang 


W hile the Akali Dal 
(Mann) has dema¬ 
nded an early poll to 
the Punjab Ass¬ 
embly suggesting that this will 
pave the way for permanent peace 
and goodwill in the state, some of 
the other parties including CPI (M), 
Congress and BJP are of the view 
that situation in the state is not yet 
conducive for elections. They feel 
that the verdict of the Parliamen¬ 
tary elections and some of the 
decisions taken by the Punjab 
administration immediately' after 
the elections have been mis¬ 
understood by militants as their 
victory, and accordingly they have 
become more vocal. These people 1 
fear that if elections are held, the 
militants may sweep the same and 
mike use of the Assembly for 
whatever they want. 

It seems that the people 
opposed to elections or apprehen¬ 
sive of UAD (M) coming to power 
in Punjab are .reading too much 
between the lines on the utterings 
and comments made by Mr Sim- 
ranj'rt Singh Mann and his assoc¬ 
iates. They are equally 
disproportionally disturbed by his 
alleged silence in some of the 
issues without understanding the 
context. 

The Alienation 

L et it not be missed that Mr 
Mann and his colleagues have 
in the background a period of five 
years which has seen the Indian 
State at its worst in Punjab. The 
indiscriminate use of the Terrorists 


By Dr. O.S. Prem 


E ducation should give 
laboratory practice in 
social adaptation, lea¬ 
dership, fellowship, 
group organization and vocational 
amusement. Schools should aim 
to develop the 5 H’s—head, heart, 
hand, hobby and health—in addi¬ 
tion to the 3 R's!Reading, Writing 
and Arithmetic. 

The child's education is life itself. 
The child is no longer considered 
a disturber, a nuisance, with no 
rights but only duties. He must 
become fit to live and also fit to live 
with. School is not mere prepara¬ 
tion for life. It is life itself, the best 
part of life, because it involves a 
preparation for tomorrow—the life 
ahead. It is life itself for it is so very 
wholesome and satisfying. The life 
ahead makes us visualize the 
future which today appears 
remote, distant and mysterious. 

However distant it may seem 
now we must remember that today 
is yesterday's future. Our future 
will be more demanding and chal- 


and Disruptive Activities Act and 
.other draconian legislations, the 
virtual suspension of the constitu¬ 
tional machinery, and the activities 
of a corrupt and trigger-happy 
police force have resulted in the 
large-scale alienation of the Sikh 
masses from the Centre. 

During his detention, Mr Mann 
himself suffered most inhuman 
forms of physical and mental tor¬ 
ture, insult and humiliation. And on 
his release as he says in an inter¬ 
view, "I have been hearing only 
gory tales of police brutality... The 
tales I have heard should shock 
the conscience of the whole world. 
So much violence has been| 
unleashed on the Sikhs in the past 
few years alone". 

According to a report published 
by The Illustrated Weekly of India, 
in prison Mann was deprived of his 
religious symbols. The jailers even 
uprooted his beard and hair for¬ 
cibly and he was kept in the death 
cell for one year in complete iso¬ 
lation. All the while, he was told 
that his wife and other female rel¬ 
atives would be raped and his 

family would be exterminated. 
Wooden rollers were rolled on his 
thighs and burning cigarettes were 
pushed into his mouth. 

After this incessant torture and 
five years of solitary confinement 
and listening to the gory tales of 
. police brutalities, what is expected 
of a man? Anger, Anger and only 
Anger! Yet, what Mr Mann says 
is not vindication, not revenge or 
disbelief in Indian society. All that 
he is asking for is justice, that also, 
within the framework of the con¬ 
stitution of India. 


Killings Condemned 

I n his interview to The Weekly, he 
says, "I strongly condemn the kil¬ 
lings of all innocent persons, 
'whatever be their religion. I hold 
human life very sacred. I have 
nothing against the Hindus and I 
am convinced that all of us can live 
together in peace and harmony on 
the basis of mutual respect, toler¬ 
ance of each other’s religious 
beliefs,and bv upholding the 


going in Punjab barring, of course, 
the aberrations like the 59th 
Amendment. I want to convince 
the people that the remedy to their 
ills lies within the framework of the 

Constitution. It is a very difficult 
task because they have been 
hounded and persecuted, all in the 
name of the Constitution" 

In another interview to The 
Statesman, Mr Simranjit Singh 
Mann expresses his concern for 


Torture Story 

* * I was given electric shocks. They had a very sophisticated 
I Soviet machine with three terminals; one was attached to 
my genitals, the others to my toes. They pulled out a part of my 
beard, you can see it. They hit my face with their fists—my lower 
jaw is displaced. I have just been to one of the leading kidney 
specialists in the country. The grace of God saved me. But I have 
a number of permanent impairments. 

"I was tortured emotionally and mentally by various methods. 
In Bhagalpur they put me in a lunatic cell for four days. 

"They were simply torturing me. And they did not ask me even 
of my alleged involvement in the murder of Mrs Indira Gandhi. 
Not even once. Neither did they ask me about the bombs that 
I was to 'place in Parliament’ or the 'hiiacking or putting poison 
into reservoirs." 

"The only thing they were asking me was to come to terms with 
Mr Rajiv Gandhi because he was going to be Premier for the next 
.20 more years and I would stay in prison all these decades. Inspite 
of all these, I did not come to terms with Rajiv. I said I was not 
going to make any unprincipled accord or sign an agreement with 
any person." 

-Simranjit Singh Mann Speaking To Sunrita Sen In The Telegraph 


values of justice. I bear Hindus no 
ill-will. 

Faith In The Constitution 

I n the same interview, Mr Mann 
also says, "My primary task is 
to get the constitutional process 


democracy and is bitter for its 
destruction in Punjab. He says, 
"Yes, the last government has 
destroyed our democratic institu¬ 
tions, the due process of democ¬ 
racy has been non-existent forthej 
last 10 years. They used Article 
356 arbitrarily and threw out our 



Simaranjit Singh,A; 
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Education: Training Tomori 


longing. School arms us with the 
necessary accountrement to look 
upon the future with undisturbed 
calm and confidence. 

Tomorrows will be ours and it 
lies within our will to shape and 
mould them in the way we choose. 
To attaih the position where we 
can develop the pattern and 
weave the texture of our tomor¬ 
row, we must inculcate and imbibe 
certain basic qualities of head and 
heart to equip us to brave any sit¬ 
uation, meet any challenge, with¬ 
stand any storm and emerge 
victorious. The child is not born 
with a ready made mind and con¬ 
science but acquires these mental 
and intellectual capacities through 
what he learns and experiences. 

At the outset each child is a 
helpless creature. He cannot 
choose for himself the experien¬ 
ces necessary for breeding of a 
mind and a conscience. These 
experiences are determined in the 
main by the cultural environment 


in which he grows. This environ¬ 
ment is formulated and framed by 
the adults of his family, his home, 
neighbourhood and the school. It 
is for the society to provide the 
experiences which will shape the 
child. The individual is of no value 
and the personality is a meaning¬ 
less term apart from its social envi¬ 
ronment, in which it is developed 
and made manifest. 

; In human life, there is no log 
book to be followed. The moment 
we experience the collapse of a 
principle and the breakdown of an 
ideal, we are extremely perturbed 
and bemused. Education is what 
remains after one has forgotten 
what he has learnt. Education is 
not the information and knowledge 
one has, but as the old proverb 
goes, "We lose the sense of wood 
while counting the trees." 

No nation can leave its security 
only to the police and the army; to 
a large extent national security 
depends upon the education of crt- 


fzens, their knowledge of affairs, 
their character and sense of dis¬ 
cipline and their ability to partici¬ 
pate effectively in security 
measures. 

The destiny of India is now 
being shaped in her classrooms. 
This we believe, is not rhetoric. In 
a world based on science and 
technology, it is education that 
determines the level of prosperity,, 
welfare and security of the people. 
In the great adventure of national' 
reconstruction the objectives are 
to raise subsantially the standard 
of living of our people and to 
create a new social order based 
on the human values of the dig¬ 
nity of the individual, freedom, 
equality and justice. Our success 
in this great adventure depends on 
the quality and number of schools 
and colleges. India’s future defin¬ 
itely lies in her class rooms. 

Indian Education needs drastic 
reconstruction: You could say it 
needs its own revolution. We need 


to bring about major imp 
ments in the effectiveness o 
mary education; to introduce 
, experience as an integral el< 
j of general education, to voc 
alize secondary educatio 
improve the quality of the t 
ers at all levels and to p 
teachers in sufficient strenc 
Hquidate illiteracy; to strer 
centres of advanced stud 
strive to attain in our univ« 
higher international standa 
lay special emphasis on thi 
bination of teaching and res 
and to pay particular atten 
education and research in a 
ture and allied sciences. 

The most important and « 
goal in education is to transfc 
to endeavour to relate it to I 
the needs and aspirations < 
people and thereby make 
powerful instrument of social 
nomic and cultural transforn 
, necessary for the realization 
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democratically elected govern¬ 
ments. We have no panchayat 
elections, no municipal elections,. 
no elections to the SGPC. Why?" 

In the same interview he 
expresses hope that the prime minis¬ 
ter Mr V.P. Singh would be anx¬ 
ious to bring back rule of law to 
Punjab. About the new Prime 

Minister he said, "I think that the 
Raja will try. He has a socialist 
background, he comes from a 
good family and is aware of the 


the role of his party MPs in Parli- 
am&nt Mr Mann answers, "we 
shall try for the restoration of 
democracy and its institutions at 
the earliest, and for the end of rep¬ 
ression. We shall also raise the 
issue of human rights violations in 
Sri Lanka, Burma and other 
neighbouring countries and insist 
on good relations with them all." 

On the question of "Khalistan" 
talk by a section of AISSF, Mr • 
Mann answers in The Telegraph 
interview, "If you don’t see any 


A Miraculous 
Escape 

O n December 4, 1984, he (Mann) was taken to a bamboo 
thicket on the outskirts of Hoshiara village in Purnea district • 
of Bihar, tied to a tree,and was ordered to be shot. The first squad 
was ready with cocked rifles. Mann thought that his end had come 
and prayed fervently for the welfare of his family and his com¬ 
munity. Then suddenly, the headconstable, a Hindu hailing from 
Himachal Pradesh, who was to give the final order for the firing, 
refused to carry out the instructions of his superiors. He simply 
said that his conscience did not permit the killing of a man and 
more so an IPS officer, and that, too, without a trial. The senior 
officials bawled him out and threatened him with dire consequen¬ 
ces. But the headconstable stood his ground. If they were so 
convinced about the correctness of their decision then they should 
press the trigger themselves. The officials developed cold feet 
and finally changed their minds. 

-S. Balakrishnan In The Illustrated Weekly of India 


sufferings of the people over here. 
He is also principled and I hope he 
is going to be an amenable one ’ 

In Parliament 

Y et in another interview to The 
'telegraph while delineating 


contradiction betweeen the RSS 
demanding Hindu Rashtra and the 
BJP saying clearly that its goal is 
a Hindu Rashtra, why do you see 
an anomaly in this? In our mani¬ 
festo we have said that we want 
the Anandpur Sahib Resolution. 
There should be a difference and 


we should be treated with a sense 
of justifiable criticism. Not unjustly 
that if the AISSF wants "Khalistan", 
you attack us pell-mell on the whole 
affair. They have supported us and 
we are very grateful and look for¬ 
ward to their support in the future. 
But our goal is realizing Anandpur 
Sahib Resolution." 

Autonomy And Strong 
Centre 

W ith regard to autonomy as 
contained in the Anandpur 
Sahib Resolution, Mr Mann clari¬ 
fies the position thus," A Kashmir 
type settlement could be worked 
out. Our demands are very much 
within the Constitution. But we 
would not like autonomy for all the 
states. Because of historical rea¬ 
sons there were three parties 
invited to the negotiating table in 
1947 whan the British left— 
the Hindus, the Sikhs and the 
Muslims. The Hindus were repre¬ 
sented by the Congress, the Mus¬ 
lims by the League and the Sikhs 
by the Akali Dal. The Hindus got 
independent India, the Muslims 
Pakistan. They also got section 
370 in Kashmir, whereas the Sikhs 
got nothing. So we will have to get 
something for the Sikhs. 

"But we are not in favour of 
giving autonomy to all states. We 
want a strong Centre. This busi¬ 
ness of autonomy has been 
cooked up by the communists. By 
the Lin Piao theory, they propa¬ 
gate that all poor nations like the 
ones in Africa, Asia, Latin America 
are surrounded by the social 
democratic western nations and, 
therefore, the communists came to 
seize power. We see a similar 


design in this autonomy for all 
states plea, and we don’t want a 
communist take over at Delhi. That, 
is certainly out." 

Fair Elections 

A nd on the accusations of the 
intimidation during the elec¬ 
tions, Mr Mann points out, "AH vio¬ 
lence was sponsored by the state. 
As the political parties are con¬ 
cerned, they never brought any¬ 
thing to the notice of the Election 
Commission then. Why do they 
complain now that they have lost? 
As far as future elections are con¬ 
cerned, you will see for yourself. 
And if Mr Om Prakash Chautala, 
the Chief Minister of Haryana, has 
said Mr Devi Lai lost in Ferozepur 
because of intimidation by the 
AISSF, and if the BJP and the lef¬ 
tists have no faith in the Election 
Commission they can go to the UN 
or bring in the foreign Press. We : 
would welcome any impartial 
agency as we are sure we used no 
violence in word or deed." 

All this suggests that Mr. Mann 
wants to find a solution to the 
Punjab crisis within the framework 
of the Constitution of India and 
through a process of dialogue. ASI 
he wants is sincere efforts to bring 
the so-called militants to the neg¬ 
otiation table for which he himself 
is also trying his best. In this sit¬ 
uation if elections in Punjab are 
held, his hands may get more, 
strength and a significant section 
of alienated youth may come in the 
mainstream politics. True in the 
process some of the established 
parties may be wiped out but this 
much price has to be pak* for cor¬ 
recting the aberrations. 


>w*s Young Generation Today 

national goals. For this purpose, an approach wnich meets our on motivating these human agen- i individual pupil in a school, the 
education should be developed so special requirements. A mere imi- cies to make their best efforts in a individual teacher among his col¬ 
as to increase productivity, tation of sorn ® of the techniques co-ordinated manner for the leagues and the individual schoo- 
achieve social and national inte- an d programmes of education in improvement of education and K° r cluster of schools) within the 
gration, accelerate the process of other societies will not meet our thereby offset the shortcomings in systemtto move in a direction or at 
modernization and cultivate social, requirements. The complexity of the physical resources. There are a pace which is different from 
moral and spiritual values. our problems and the necessity of a large number of programmes those other similar units within the 

connecting education with the which an educational institution system without being unduly 
In a modern society, knowledge |j v ing problems, particularly pro- can undertake with large scale hampered by the structure of the 
increases at terrific speeds and ductivity, have to be identified and human effort and inspite of a pauc- system as a whole. In this process, 
social change is very rapid. solutions worked out which can ity of physical resources. These the freedom of the teachers is the 

To modernize itself a societv ta ^ 8 car ® °f the specific needs of include: reduction in stagnation most vital; it is almost synonymous 
has to educate itself Apart from our country. It is our firm view that and wastage, improvement of with the freedom of the school, for 
raising the educational level of the while a care,ul stud y of P ro ' teaching methods, assistance to the pupils can rarely be freer than 
average citizen ft must try to flramme of other countries is retarded students, trying out new the men and women who teach 
create an intelligentsia of ade- ess ® n i tia, > 30(1 thatwesh ou Id draw techniques of work, improved ’them. It will, therefore, be quite in 
quate size and competence which upon their ®xp®nence for working methods of organizing the instruc- order to equate the elasticity and 
comes from all strata of society out our educational policies as far tional programmes of school, and dynamism of an educational 
and whose loyalities and aspira- as P° ssibl ®- There is no substitute increasing the professional com- system with the freedom of its 
tions are rooted to the Indiansoil. ,or ,he ori 9 ina| . hard a "d serious petence of teachers through pro- teachers. 

thinking involved in a sustained grammes of self study. No comprehensive programme 

Since the country cannot aspire and serious effort to make our In a modern society where tne of educational development can 
to match the levels of per-capita meagre resources go the longest rate of change and of the growth ever be put across unless it 
educational expenditure of the way possible. of knowledge is very rapid, the involves every educational institu- 

developed ones, the problems of The emphasis in this movement educational system must be elas- tion and all the human factors 
educational reconstruction in india to improve schools should be, not tic and dynamic. It must give free- connected with it—its teachers, 
can be tackled only on the basis of so much on physical resources as dom to its basic units—the students and the local I 


community—and unless ft pro¬ 
vides the necessary inducements 
to make them put in their best 
efforts. For various reasons, this 
involvement and motivation is not 
present. The main objective of the 
above programme is to create 
these factors which have a large 
share in determining standards. 

The main problem before the 
country is to evolve a common 
school system of education which 
would cover all parts of the coun¬ 
try and all stages of school edu¬ 
cation, as well as providing 
equality and equal access to all 
children. This system will include 
all schools conducted by the gov¬ 
ernment and local authorities and 
all recognized and aided private 
schools. It should be maintained at 
an adequate level of quality and 
efficiency so that no parent would 
ordinarily feel any need to send his 
child to institutions outside the 
system such as independent or 
unrecognized schools. This is the 
goal which the country should 
strive to reach, arid a number of 
steps will have to be taken for its 
early realization. 
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Thoughts Of Ecstasy On My Amrit Anniversary 

Inauguration Of Guru Gobind Singh Nivas 
_, In Tapovan 

, A I which is a permanent auaranti 


By Bhagwant Singh 
Dalawari 


W ith a derisive laugh¬ 
ter I pity the Rajiv 
Gandhis, the 
Mohan Katres and 
various Intelligence Agencies and 
the coterie of the former ruler as 
also the so-called Buta Singh, for 
their understanding of AMRIT 
CHAKHNA ceremony which was 
responsible for the judicial murder 
of Kehar Singh. Also with undimin¬ 
ished condemnation for the polit¬ 
ical chicanery displayed by the 
former Central rulers in destroying 
Punjab and its youth along with the 
help of the unprincipled Akalis and 
the puppets like Barnala, I wish to 
bring out the supreme sacrifice for 
the community, for the country, for 
mankind and for the entire world 
that Amrit Ceremony stands for. 
Let the nation beware that it has 
been hoodwinked by the perni¬ 
cious rulers for long through 
numerous tricks, forgeries and 
brutal repression as also the elec¬ 
tion gimmicks in 1984 and 1989 by 
the Congress (I) criminals who 
portrayed every Sikh as a terror¬ 
ist and every Sikh rite as unpatri¬ 
otic. The sacrifices that the Sikhs 
made in much greater proportion 
to their numbers in the cause of 
India’s independence and devel¬ 
opment and for the security of the 
country were born out of AMRIT 
Cf^AKHNA ceremony which gave 
India the first five perfect men (the 
PANJ PIARE) first introduced by 
Guru Gobind Singh on the Bai- 
sakhi of 1699. 

But for their being kicked by the 
masses, the former rulers would 
not have hesitated to commit more 
judicial murders through the false 
second conspiracy case, having 
tasted blood through organized 
massacre of Sikhs in November 
1984. But I rejoice and rejoice 
devotedly at the feet of my master, 
GURU GOBIND SINGH, who 
considered me fit to receive 
AMRIT on 25th December, 1971, 
which happened to be his birthday 


as also the birthday of Jesus 
Christ. And I consider this cere¬ 
mony calling upon the Sikh to 
pledge to lay down his life for the 
sake of Guru’s command of right¬ 
eousness in all circumstances and 
resistance against tyranny no 
matter what the cost. 

I wish to devote this piece to the 
innumerable sacrifices made by 
the Sikhs to maintain the glory of 
Sikhism not for personal gains but 
for the good of the society. Here 
in Tapovan, where a lone Sikh 
works for his master at the feet of 
leprosy patients, I consider it my 
proud privilege that AMRIT has 
taught me the oneness of human¬ 
ity, the equality of all religions and 
the love of all without discrimina¬ 
tion and without expectation of 
even recognition, leave aside 
rewards. 1400 inmates of this Lep¬ 
rosy Treatment and Rehabilitation 
Centre regard me their own 
because I look upon them as my 
parents, my children, my brothers 
and sisters in terms of AMRIT 
CHAKHANA pledges. 

,lt was Amrit that bestowed on 
me the possibility of love for all. 
That’s how 1400 patients in the 
Complex give me their love and I 
share with them the Guru’s love 
and Updesh. 

As my Amrit Day approaches 
every year in December, my 
thoughts rest on the battlefield of 
Chambaur, the walls of Sirhind, 
the saw of Mati Das, the cauldron 
of Dayala, the quilt of Sati Das and 
. I ask of Guru Tegh Bahadur and 
Guru Gobind Singh whether they 
would shower the grace on me to 
lay down my life for righteousness. 
Ilndeed, the Amrit ceremony is the 
re-enactment of the pledges of 
Bhais Daya Singh, Dharam Singh, 
Himmat Singh, Mohkam Singh 
and Sahib Singh to offer their 
heads to the Guru. I do not know 
what will happen when my turn 
comes to face martyrdom but I 
pray and hope for the grace of 
Guru Tegh Bahadur who killed 
death by inviting it in the cause of 


the defence of freedom of worship. | 
In a way, the Gurus laid down for 
the Sikh two codes of conduct, in 
the words of Dr Shivajirao Pat- 
wardhan, who founded this Insti¬ 
tution. 

(i) Any hungry person could lay 
a claim on the Sikh to feed 
him/her. This was the signifi¬ 
cance of langar. 

(ii) Any oppressed person 
could appeal to a Sikh to save 
him/her from tyranny. This was 
the meaning of the people of 
'KHALSA. 

My prayer is that I should be 
able to live by Guru’s commands. 
Since I lived for 5 years with Dr 
Patwardhan, I saw and witnessed 
that he, though not a Sikh in terms 
of label, practised Sikhism. Every¬ 
thing that he had made for himself 
went into the building of the insti¬ 
tution. So much so, that when he 
left Tapovan, he passed his last 
days in a rented house. He was a 
freedom fighter but did not accept 
TAMAR PATRA for he used to say 
he needed no recognition. What 
he was able to do for the country 
was its own reward. Again, he did 
not accept the freedom fighter's 
pension although his wife 
accepted both the TAMAR PATRA 
and the pension being a freedom 
fighter in her own right, because 
he felt that was a degeneration to 
accept anything in return for the 
service rendered. 

The likes of Rajiv Gandhi and 
his coterie, the Establishment, the 
police raaj, the carnage of Nov¬ 
ember 1984 and incessant propa¬ 
ganda against the Sikhs could not 
sway the nation against the sikhs. 
Those who thought of themselves 
as "L’ etat, C’ est moi" (I AM THE 
STATE) were humbled at the elec¬ 
tions. I had always advocated the 
distinction between the Govern¬ 
ment and the State. Even in Nov¬ 
ember 1984 the shining examples 
of non-Sikhs helping the Sikhs 
even at the cost of their lives, the 


Citizens Committee,the Human 
Rights workers and the well- 
meaning enlightened citizens 
proved that India was above the 
tyrannical government. 

What is imporant is that we 
* adhere to the dictates of our Mast¬ 
ers and the pledges that we take 
through Amrit ceremony and the 
instructions that we receive from 
Gurbani and the life that we lead 
as ordinary citizens should always 
manifest the truth, the humility, the 
universality of Guru Gobind Singh 



which is a permanent guarantee 
for the glory of sikhism. We do not 
have to beg anyone for anything. 
Dr Jaswant Singh Neki had said in 
a Memorial Lecture that the 
degeneration that had set in within 
ourselves, our leaders, our intel¬ 
lectuals and Sikhs must be 
checked. Even if we have to sus¬ 
pend our interest in politics in 
gathering around chairs, our first 
and foremost duty is to live by the 
commands of the master, this, I 
too believe, is the need. Let us 
improve ourselves. This is my 
prayer to the guru on Amrit Day. 


GURU NANAK FIFTH CENTENARY SCHOOL 
MUSS00RIE (UP.) 

REGISTRATION OPENS 

FOR 

1990 SESSION 

An English Medium residential public school pre¬ 
paring boys and girls for ICSE/ISC (Plus two) exam¬ 
ination, conducted by the Council for Indian Schools 
(Certificate Examinations, New Delhi. Separate 
sprawling campuses for boys and girls. Salubrious 
climate (6500 feet ASL). Modern buildings, well 
equipped laboratories and libraries and spacious play- 
fields. Highly qualified staff. Boarding houses with all 
amenities,kitchen with modern equipment ensuring 
nutritious steam cooked food under most hygienic 
conditions. Tennis court/Swimming pool available.^ 
Surroundings ideal for healthy, physical and intefajmedi 
tual growth. Health club facility for girls. Gymnasium 
for boys. 

Limited seats for all classes K.G. to XI for the ses¬ 
sion commencing on March 5, 1990. ADMISSION 
TEST ON MARCH 2nd-3rd 1990 at 9.00 a.m. Pro¬ 
spectus Rs. 35/- Registration fee Rs.200/- 

IN THE SERVICE OF THE NATION SINCE 1970 

i 

Imparting education to ever active teenagers for 
physical and intellectual growth on most modern and 
scientific lines. Stress on self confidence, creative 
thinking and leadership qualities. The object is to. 
develop overall personality of the child. 

APPLY TO: 

THE PRINCIPAL, GNFC SCHOOL, 
VINCENT HILL, MUSSOORIE: 248179 (U.P.) 


GURU NANAK FIFTH 
CENTENARY SCHOOL SOCIETY 
4, NETAJI SUBHASH MARG 
DARYAGANJ, NEW DELHI-110002. 
PHONES: 3277725, 3277735, 3271152 
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lo Antarctica 

T he ninth Indian scientific I the cellular motions on the surface 
expedition to Antarctica of the sun from Antarctica, 
is now on its way to 

the icy continent. The | Five-Pronged Programme 



T he ninth Indian scientific 
expedition to Antarctica 
is now on its way to 
the icy continent. The 
Expedition which sailed from 
Mermugao in Goa is to make fresh 
foreys into a frontier area that will 
contribute immensely to the 
understanding of several world 
phenomena. Each expedition has 
added to pur knowledge about 
Antarctica and improved our 
expertise. Eight countries have set 
up forty stations in the continent. 
India, too, is'planning to continue 
scientific studies and explore pro¬ 
gressively larger areas and if nec¬ 
essary, set up more manned 
stations. 

The objective of tne ninth expe¬ 
dition, besides continuing research 
programmes already initiated, is to 
focus attention on frontier areas of 
research. This time, a team of 
astronomers from the Indian Insti¬ 
tute of Astrophysics, Bangalore 
will attempt to throw fresh light on 
the magnetic fields in the sun’s 
atmosphere by closely observing 


Members of tbe ninth Antarctica expedition who died in the Humboldt range. (From left) Mr B. 
L. Sharma, Mr V. Srivastava, Mr N. C. Joshi and Mr A. K. Bed! 


(developed enough expertise 
and experience in various 
branches of geophysics, geology, 
oceanograpy meteorology, astro¬ 
physics and climatology to take up 
a detailed scientific study on the 
Antarctic landmass as well as the 
surrounding areas. India’s pro¬ 
gramme for Antarctica, executed 
by the Antarctica Wing of the 
Department of Ocean Develop¬ 
ment is five-pronged. First, to con¬ 
tinue scientific studies on living 
and non-living resources for eco¬ 
nomic benefits. Second, to explore 
progressively larger areas in 
Antarctica and select sites for the 
establishment of more manned 
station. Third, to improve the living 
and working conditions for Indian 
scientists in Antarctica. Fourth, to 
evaluate the prospects of mineral 
resources and fifth, to build exper¬ 


tise and train manpower in logis¬ 
tics and scientific work 
. progressively. 

Activities in Antarctica are gov¬ 
erned by the Antarctica Treaty of 
1959. India acceded to the treaty 
in 1983 and was given consulta¬ 
tive status by the original member 
countries. It was considered to be 
an international - recognition of 
India’s scientific accomplishments 
in a very short time. The most 

important scientific body related to 
Antarctica is the Scientific Com¬ 
mittee on Antarctica Research 
(SCAR). India became' a full 
member of SCAR in 1984. India 
has also acceded to the Conven¬ 
tion on Conservation of the Antarc¬ 
tica Marine Living Resources 
(CCAMLR) in 1985. India actively 
participated in crucial negotiations 
last year for the establisment of a 
regime for the Antarctic mineral 
resources. 


A Treasure Home 

A ntarctica larger than India 
and China put together, is 
a veritable treasure house of rich 
minerals including iron and natural 
gas. Spread over an area of 14 
million square kilometres, one- 
tenth of the World’s surface, 
Antarctica is the coldest, driest, 
windiest and least accessible of all 
■the seven continents. It is known 
as the last geographical frontier. 
Forbidding to most human activi¬ 
ties, it is a great natural laboratory 
and observatory for the scientific 
study of natural phenomenon. The 
abundant krill in the continent is, 
the world's single largest source of 
natural protein. Ninty per cent of 
the entire continent is covered by 
ice. But unlike the Arctic, under 
this ice cap is a landmass with 
mountains rising from the ice 
heights of 4.900 metres. Only two 
per cent of the continent is free 
from ice. The ice free areas are 


known as 'Oasis’. The first Indian 
Staton 'UaKshin Gangotri’ is on ar 
ice shelf whereas the seconr 
station ‘Maitri’ is on the oasis. 

Scientists say Antarctica is rem¬ 
nant of a former super continent 
called ’Gondwanaland’ which 
included present day Australia, 
India, Africa and South America. 
These regions broke away some 
300 million years back. For Indian 
scientists, the Antarctica region 
holds special significance because 
the weather pattern of the Indian 
Ocean is closely related to condi¬ 
tions prevailing in Antarctica. Its 
glacial history bears resemblance 
to the Himalayan glaciers. Antarc¬ 
tica is attracting world-wide atten¬ 
tion because of the tremendous 
biological and minerals bounty It 
holds along with nature’s secrets, 
the unlocking of which would lead 
to better understanding of the 
world we live in. And India would 
not like to be left behind in the race 
for knowledge. 
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Environmental 
Destruction In 
South Africa 


Apartheid kills in innumerable ways, and big 
business has innumerable ways of seeking its 
profits at the expense of human life. 

The use of toxic herbicides in South Africa goes 
unchecked; a timber mill belonging to South Afri¬ 
can Pulp and Paper recently poisoned a stretch 
of the Crocodile River with industrial waste; there 
is the threat that Pretoria will set up a disposal 
unit for toxic waste from other countries. 


By P. R. Dullay 

A new and terrifying dimension 
has been added to the lives 
> of all our people in South Africa: 
massive destruction of the envi¬ 
ronment. 

According to the official figures. 
South Africa at present handles 
the disposal of 15 million tons of 
urban waste, 46 megatons of 
industrial waste and 250 mega¬ 
tons of mining waste—annually. 
These are official figures, and 
therefore, they are probably gross 
underestimations. 

Alarmingly, private companies 
handle industrial and mining waste 
disposal at enormous profit. It 
should be uppermost in our minds 
that there are thousands of Black 
workers in these municipal and 
private companies, who work 
under primitive conditions to earn 
^ super-profits for the company 
^"T5wners. 

•Officially, about 270,000 South 
African workers are involved in 
industrial accidents every year, but 
current research suggests that the 
figure is closer to 505,000. The 
Workmen’s Compensation Com¬ 
mission of the regime reports that 
1700 workers are killed, 22,000 
permanently disabled and 115,000 
temporarily disabled every year. 

Secrecy And Collaboration 

>•» It is not known how many of 
■ these deaths and injuries 
are due to chemicals. The regime 
has shrouded the entire issue 
under a veil of secrecy, and has: 

* suspended its own testing of pol¬ 
lution levels; 

* used its intelligence service to 
harass environmental scientists 
who have researched evidence 
of massive chemical pollution; 

* failed to carry out even minimum 
control of chemical on farms. 

One of the more alarming recent 
developments has been the 
destruction of plant life in the East¬ 
ern Transvaal, Orange Free State, 
and most of all in Natal, by high 
levels of pollutants of the Agent 
Orange type. Orange is a hormo¬ 


nal herbicide which combines two 
herbicide ingredients known as 
'24-D' and ’254-T,’ and which is 
used to destroy vegetation. It was 
used with horrific results by the 
United States in its war against the 
Vietnamese people. Its use is 
banned in most parts of the world. 
In Natal and elsewhere, it is being 
used by the sugar and forestry 
industries to control weeds. Sup¬ 
posedly, it leaves the sugar crop 
and the forests intact, while 
destroying the weeds; but it is car¬ 
ried by rain, seepage and wind, 
destroying vegetables and other 
natural vegetation. In addition, it 
causes various forms of skin 
cancer, liver cancer and deformi¬ 
ties in the new-born. 

Chemwatch is an environmental 
group in South Africa, monitoring 
the use of herbicides containing 
the ingredients of Agent Orange. 
In 1988, it revealed that 245-T in 
samples of rain water was found 
to be 10,000 times higher than the 
limit found to be safe in the United 
States, and about three times than 
the level recorded in Vietnam after 
bombardment with about four mil¬ 
lion litres of Agent Orange. The 
evidence seems to suggest that 
the findings, and the subsequent 
cover-up, justifies the belief that 
millions of litres of pollutants have 
been used. 

Toxic Waste Dumping 

D espite recent denials, South 
Africa’s environment minister, 
Gert Kotze, reported to parliament 
in February 1989 that Pretoria was 
seriously considering building a 
waste disposal facility in South 
Africa. Reports suggest that the 
site could be near Alexander Bay 
in the North - Western Cape. 

Europe and the United States 
have, covertly and overtly, been 
waging a campaign to dump their 
highly dangerous toxic wastes on 
developing countries. After a 
series of waste spillage disasters 
in Europe, the EEC introduced 
stringent controls in 1986, and this 
triggered off dumping in Africa and 
elsewhere. The example of Italian 
toxic waste dumped in Koko, 
Nigeria, is a case in point, and sim¬ 
ilar examples are to t;e found in 
Guinea, the Congo, Guinea- 


Bissau and other countries. 

There is a mountain of evidence 
to prove that present levels of 
technology have been unable to 
create adequate disposal plants 
for toxic wastes anywhere in the 
world. Problems that the West 
cannot solve are, like dangerous 
chemicals, being dumped on poor 
and developing countries. 

South Africa is already importing 
toxic waste for destruction. A study 
by the environmental group, 
Greenpeace, reveals that three 
million tons of toxic industrial 
waste was exported from the 
developed countries between 
1986 and 1988, and that South 
Africa was one of the recipients. 

Greenpeace lists Thor Cemicals 
of Natal as a major importer of 
toxic mercury waste from the 
United States. Since 1986, 120 
drums of mercury waste have 
been imported from American 
Cyanamid of New Jersey. 

Researchers in Natal have 
pointed a finger at Thor Chemicals 
for high levels of mercury pollution 
of the Umgweni River in Natal, 
around the Thor plant at Cato Rid- 
ge.The Umgweni is a tributary of 
the Umgeni, which supplies most 
of the Durban area with water. 
Having entered the environment 
and the food chain, mercury does 


not break down easily, and results 
in disorders of the human kidneys, 
liver and nervous system. Bill Vis- 
agie, South African Director of 
Environmental Affairs, however, 
found no problems with Thor 
Chemicals. 

Financial Mall Collaborates 

P ias Deana, an Italian busi¬ 
nessman, claims he has 
already signed a contract with a 
Southern African country for con¬ 
struction of dumps and plants to 
dispose of toxic waste, and he 
claims that similar negotiations 
with South Africa and Namibia are 
at an advanced stage. Investiga¬ 
tors in the Netherlands believe that 
Southern Africa, and especially 
South Africa,is earmarked for dis¬ 
posal of some of the world’s most 
lethal chemicals. The proposed 
site of 24,000 hectares near Alex¬ 
ander Bay could be so gigantic as 
to handle 10,000 tons of toxic 
waste per day—that is, two shi¬ 
ploads. 

The South African paper, The 
Financial Mail, is a prime mover in 
gaining acceptance for this. Late 
in 1988, South African MPs were 
supplied with a leading article from 
the issue of October 21st, analys¬ 
ing the lucrative possibilities of 
such a venture and the suggestion 
that the scheme was worthy of 
government support. The Finan¬ 
cial Mail expressed the opinion 
that: 

"...with responsible planning and 
adequate safeguards, the potential 
exists to set up an industry which 
could be a massive foreign 
exchange earner...There is an 
important opportunity here for 
South Africa—and government 
should seize it by authorising a 


Gazettn 

detailed feasibility and environ¬ 
mental impact study to confirm 
that a risk-managed import pro¬ 
gramme can be established, and 
where and how this can be done." 

In their desperation to extricate 
themselves from the nightmare of 
the South African economy, capit¬ 
alist interests in government and 
business would sink to any level, 
even to the destruction of our 
country. The acute difficulty the 
regime is experiencing in meeting 
its debt repayments makes the 
idea as attractive as heavenly 
manna. 

The ANC, together with the 
Mass Democratic Movement, 
should make every effort to: 

* stop the use of all hormonal her¬ 
bicides and pesticides, espe¬ 
cially 24-D and 245-T, 
ingredients of Agent Orange; 

* stop the use of DDT and related 
chemicals; 

* stop the import of all toxic waste 
into South Africa;- 

* stop the construction of chemi¬ 
cal waste disposal planis and 
dumps for destruction of 
imported wastes; 

* encourage the study of safe 
chemical waste disposal and 
safe methods of fertilizing and 
weed control. 

We have to act to stop this 
madness. The soil and the water 
are being contaminated now. 
People are dying now as a result 
of this contamination, and the 
health of others is being 
destroyed. Once the major dumps 
and plants are in place, it would 
prove a nightmare to remove and 
destroy them, not including the 
cost in human terms. We should 
act now. 


‘How available, the most reliable and durable 
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Supremacy in HV technology 
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KHURANA RADIO CORPORATION 
349 Lajpat Rai Market, Delhi-110 006 
Phones: 235395, 2929492 
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